


“Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
wouldn’t have died,” she says. “Yet even now 
I know that whatever you ask from God, God 
will give you.”

-John 11:21-22



What are your expectations of 
Jesus?



What are your expectations of Jesus?

Jesus rarely lives up to our 
expectations.



John 11:23-27



You will die.



“The denial of death is one reason for our 
tolerance of violence. We watch violence on a 
TV screen or in movies detachedly, from a 
distance, as the Romans watched the 
gladiatorial contest. What we watch is not 
ourselves. Turning it into an object exorcises it 
from our inner being. We are not involved, not 
responsible; we are spectators, not participants. 
Death becomes tolerable when it happens to 
others.”

-Peter Kreeft



“Your brother will rise again,” Jesus told 
her. Martha said to him, “I know that he 
will rise again in the resurrection at the 
last day.”

-John 11:23-24



“I am the resurrection and the life, The 
one who believes in me, even if he dies, 
will live.”

-John 11:25



Sometimes we want a gift more than we 
want the Giver. The healing rather than 
the Healer. The quick fix rather than the 

long-term Fixer.



John 11:38-44



We all need spiritual healing.



“He moved resurrection out of a statement of 
faith and into a person, and out of the future 
and into the present. He did not nullify the 
doctrine of future resurrection, but He did tell 
her (and us) that His resurrection power is 
available to His people today.”

-Warren Wiersbe



Billions of people look alive on the 
surface but are spiritually dead.



Jesus doesn’t want good people. He 
wants resurrected people.





The voice that called, “Lazarus, come out,” 
is the same voice that still calls people 

today.



“And you were dead in your trespasses and sins 
in which you previously walked according to the 
ways of this world, according to the ruler of the 
power of the air, the spirit now working in the 
disobedient. But God, who is rich in mercy, 
because of his great love that he had for us,
made us alive with Christ even though we were 
dead in trespasses. You are saved by grace! He 
also raised us up with him and seated us with 
him in the heavens in Christ Jesus.”

-Ephesians 2:1-2, 4-6



The focus is not on Lazarus’ 
resurrection. It’s all about life.



“Everyone who lives and believes in 
me will never die. Do you believe 

this?”



“Everyone who lives and believes in 
me will never die. Do you believe 

this?”
“Yes, Lord, I believe you are the Messiah, 

the Son of God, who comes into the 
world.”
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