


THEY…
•Stay and move as group
•Stick to familiar ground and repeat patterns
•Follow others
•Are easily scared
•Lack awareness
•Are vulnerable to threat
•Prone to wander
•Are not independent







John 10:1-10



REAR-DIRECTING (DRIVING)



FRONT-GUIDING (LEADING)





How often do we catch one quick glimpse, 
make an assumption, and move forward 

convinced we’re hearing God’s voice?





“When Jesus saw the crowds, he felt compassion 
for them, because they were distressed and 
dejected, like sheep without a shepherd.”

-Matthew 9:36



“When Jesus saw the crowds, he felt compassion 
for them, because they were distressed and 
dejected, like sheep without a shepherd.”

-Matthew 9:36

I wonder if these days we are 
sheep with too many shepherds.



LISTENING TO THE RIGHT VOICE
•Regular rhythms away from the other voices.
•Daily time in God’s Word
•Consulting with lots of Godly friends and family
•Daily time in prayer

“God, help me never to follow a stranger, but run in the 
other direction, recognizing it is not your voice calling out.”



“Jesus’ claims compel his hearers to 
come to a decision about His person 
and His message.”

-Joachim Jeremias



“Truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.”



Gates are exclusive.



Gates and doors 
create division.



INSIDE THE SHEEPFOLD…
•Salvation
•Life with God
•Relationship with the Shepherd
•Provision
•Freedom within security

…and there is ONE gate.



The word of the Lord came to me: “Son of man, 
prophesy against the shepherds of Israel. Prophesy, 
and say to them, ‘This is what the Lord God says to 
the shepherds: Woe to the shepherds of Israel, who 
have been feeding themselves! You have not 
strengthened the weak, healed the sick, bandaged the 
injured, brought back the strays, or sought the lost. 
Instead, you have ruled them with violence and 
cruelty.



“This is what the Lord God says: Look, I am against 
the shepherds. I will demand my flock from them 
and prevent them from shepherding the flock. See, I 
myself will search for my flock and look for them. I 
will rescue them from all the places where they have 
been scattered on a day of clouds and total darkness.



“‘I will make a covenant of peace with them and 
eliminate dangerous creatures from the land, so that 
they may live securely in the wilderness and sleep in 
the forest. Then they will know that I, the Lord their 
God, am with them, and that they, the house of Israel, 
are my people. You are my flock, the human flock of 
my pasture, and I am your God. This is the 
declaration of the Lord God.’”

-Ezekiel 34



Do you think that I came here to bring peace on 
the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. From 
now on, five in one household will be divided: 
three against two, and two against three.

-Luke 12:51-52



WHY DOES JESUS STIR THE POT?
“I have come so that they may have 
life and have it in abundance.”

-John 10:10



•Your Best Life Now
•The Life You Were Born 

to Live
•The Life You’ve Always 

Wanted
•A Guide to the Good Life

•Designing Your Life
•A Life Worth Living
•Change Your Life in 7 

Days
•The Best Possible Life
•The Art of Living a 

Meaningful Life





In real life, it’s not about better odds, it’s 
about the only door that leads to real life.



The original Latin word for decide, 
decidere, means “to cut off.”



We are saved by making a decision, cutting 
off every other option, and choosing Jesus. 

He alone is the gate, the door to life. 




