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“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. Through him all
things were made; without him nothing was made
that has been made...

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us.”
John 1: 1-2:14
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Christophanies



Christophanies

A uniquely human encounter with the Divine
that points to the person of Christ and his coming.



Abraham









What words come to mind when
you think of God?



Pursues



Joshua












“| saw the face of God and yet my life was
spared.”
Gen. 32: 30



Hope and blessing are often
born on the other side of struggle
and surrender.



Jacob said,
‘I will not let go until you bless
me’
Genesis 32:26



"He redeemed us in order that the blessing
given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles
through Christ Jesus...”

Gal. 3:14






The Garden



Abraham



The word of the LORD came to Abram in a
vision:
“Do not be afraid, Abram.

| am your shield,

your very great reward.”
Gen. 15:1



Isaac and Rebekah



Jacob and Esau



The LORD said to her,
“Two nations are in your womb...

and the older will serve the younger”
Gen. 25: 23



“Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, loved Esau,
but Rebekah loved Jacob.”

Gen. 25: 28









“Are you really my son Esau?”

“am,” Jacob replied.
Gen. 27: 14



Rebekah-
“Flee at once my son to my brother Laban...”

“I am disgusted...my life will not be worth living.”

Gen. 27: 43, 46



When we refuse to trust God's promises,
we hurt ourselves and others by trying to
seize what God intends to freely give us.



“the sun had set...” Gen. 28:10




Rachel and Leah



Then the LORD said to Jacob, “Go back to the
land of your fathers and to your relatives, and |
will be with you.”

Gen. 31: 3



In great fear and distress Jacob divided the people
who were with him into two groups, and the flocks and
herds and camels as well. He thought, “If Esau comes

and attacks one group, the group that is left may
escape.”

Gen. 32: 7-8






| essons for us
and

How this points to HIM



For us:

The main problem is that we
have been fighting against God.



For us:

God almost always has to wound
us to get us to see this.



Grace

Transformation

Sacred



For us:

The great blessing of God is
GOD.



"He redeemed us in order that the blessing
given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles
through Christ Jesus...”

Gal. 3:14



"He redeemed us in order that the blessing
given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles
through Christ Jesus, given to us by the
Spirit”

Gal. 3:14



How this points to HIM



Points to HIM:

Self-Limiting






Points to HIM:

Struggle



e
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Points to HIM:

Wounds






‘Jacob looked up and saw Esau coming with
his 400 men.”
Gen. 33:1
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- “But while he was still a long way off,
his father saw hir and was filled with'
compassi . he ran to his son,
Lhrew his arms & around nin ' nd klssed
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What words come to mind when
you think of God?



Pursues



