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Jesus in the Old Testament

An Advent Journey



The Eternal Christ Revealed

Before a baby was laid in the manger, before shepherds heard the angels sing, 
and before Bethlehem’s star ever rose, Jesus already was.

On the first page of Scripture, we encounter the Trinity—Father, Son, and Spirit 
(Genesis 1:26-27). Jesus was there at the beginning (John 1:1), and in Him 
and through Him all things hold together (Colossians 1:16-17).

Throughout the Old Testament, we catch glimpses of Jesus, sometimes in 
visible appearances (called Christophanies), sometimes in divine encounters, 
and often in prophetic words pointing ahead to His coming. This short Advent 
devotional journey traces a few of these Old Testament glimpses.

This devotional is meant to serve as a daily companion to our weekly sermon 
in our series Glimpses of Grace and further ties into the traditional weekly 
Advent themes of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. 

• Week One – HOPE: Jacob wrestles with God and discovers that hope is 
born through surrender and blessing.



• Week Two – PEACE: Joshua meets the Commander of the Lord’s Army 
and learns that peace comes through worship of the Holy One.

• Week Three – JOY: Daniel and his friends find joy in God’s presence in the 
fire, the lions’ den, and in the future revealed.

• Week Four – LOVE: Isaiah foresees the suffering servant, revealing the 
love of God who would one day take on flesh.

We encourage you to take just a few minutes each day to read the Scripture 
passages and devotional thought and then respond to the reflection questions. You 
could add this on to your morning devotions, do it around the dinner table, or 
cultivate a little quiet each evening to refocus on the beauty of Advent—whatever 
works best for you in this season of life!

Each Sunday’s (Day 1) entry is designed to be read while lighting that week’s 
Advent candle, culminating in the Christ Candle on Christmas. We invite you to 
have an Advent wreath of your own in your home, and follow the lighting with us as 
we light ours Sunday mornings in our services.

May you continue to encounter the presence of Jesus as you see Him in the 
everyday and the everlasting.



Christ has always been. Christ has come. 
Christ is here. Christ will come again.



Week One

HOPE
Jacob

Hope in the Midst of Struggle



Day 1

The Candle of Hope: Wrestling with God

Read: Genesis 32:24-30; Psalm 77

As Jacob faced a fearful reunion with his brother Esau, he found himself alone 
in the dark night. There a mysterious Man met him and they wrestled until 
daybreak. Jacob, always the striver and schemer, finally found himself clinging 
to this Man, desperate for His blessing.

This was no ordinary man. Jacob declared, “I have seen God face to face, and 
yet my life has been spared.” This was the pre-incarnate Christ, the God who 
meets us in our struggle and transforms our identity. We are never the same 
after we encounter Him personally.

When the Man blessed Jacob, He gave him a new name, Israel, which means 
“he struggles with God.” He touched his hip and left him with a limp as well, a 
further reminder of this life-changing encounter. 

As you light the Candle of Hope, remember that true hope comes from 
the One who blesses even in our struggle.



Reflection Questions:

What struggle has God been using to shape your faith?

How can you cling to His promises with renewed hope this Advent?



Day 2
Bethel: The House of God

Read: Genesis 28:10–22; Psalm 91

“Surely the Lord is in this place, and I was not aware of it.”

Even before he wrestled with the Lord, Jacob had encountered God in a 
powerful way.

Jacob’s ladder stretched between heaven and earth in his dream, revealing 
God’s presence even in a seemingly normal place. Angels moving up and 
down! God Himself speaking promises of blessing, provision, protection, and 
expansion! Most of all, God said that He would be with Jacob, and that He 
would not leave him until all that was promised was accomplished. 

Jacob had an undeserved gracious encounter with God that caused him to 
stop and worship. While he did not fully understand what it meant, he knew it 
was very significant. He built an altar and gave the place the name Bethel, 
which means “house of God,” reflective of this divine encounter. 



Many years later he would come back to this place and realize all God had 
done on his behalf.

Reflection Questions:

When have you been surprised by God’s presence?

What might it mean for this Advent time to become “Bethel” (a house of God) 
for you?



Day 3

Reconciliation

Read: Genesis 33:1–11; Genesis 45:1-15;  II Corinthians 5:18-20

After being estranged from his brother Esau for many years, Jacob came face 
to face with him. He fully expected wrath. Instead, he found mercy. 
Reconciliation was the fruit of God’s transforming work. It is interesting to note 
that Joseph, one of Jacob’s many sons, is the only son mentioned specifically 
as observing this reconciliation moment. Perhaps Joseph looking on his father 
and Uncle Esau affected his decision many years later when he had the 
opportunity to either punish or forgive his brothers who had sold him into 
slavery.

God’s hope can redeem our worst failures and fractures. He has the power to 
bring peace where conflict has reigned. 



Reflection Questions:

Where do you need reconciliation this season? Are there any steps you can 
prayerfully take today with the leading and power of the Holy Spirit in this 
direction?

How has God’s mercy changed your story?



Day 4

The Promised Renewed

Read: Genesis 35:9–15; Psalm 66

Back at Bethel, God reaffirmed His covenant promise to Jacob, just as He had 
to Abraham (Genesis 12) and Isaac (Genesis 26). Hope is sustained by 
remembering what God has already spoken and in having fresh encounters 
with Him.

This encounter at Bethel led Jacob to a posture of worship.

The same can be said about the Psalmist. As he speaks of God and recounts 
His acts of power and faithfulness, he erupts in praise. Shout for joy! Sing His 
praise! Remember what God has done!  God has tested us, refined us, led us, 
and forgiven us.  “Praise be to God, who has not rejected my prayer or 
withheld his love from me!”  (Psalm 66:20)

We agree with Jacob and the Psalmist: Our God is worthy of our worship!



Reflection Questions:

Revisit God’s promises that you have found meaningful in the past. Write one 
or two down, noting how and when you have seen Him work. His faithfulness 
does not fail.

What promise of God are you waiting to see fulfilled right now?

How does remembering His past faithfulness towards you, others, and even 
Jacob, renew your hope?



Day 5

The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob

Read: Exodus 3:1-15; Matthew 22:31–32; Psalm 105:6-10; II Tim. 1:6-10

Jacob’s story is part of a larger narrative that spans generations. When God 
spoke to Moses at the burning bush, He reminded him of His covenant 
faithfulness to the fathers who came before: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

Over 1,000 years later, Jesus affirmed the covenantal nature of God, saying, “I 
am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob” (Matthew 
22:32). Jesus emphasized that God is alive, faithful, and active across 
generations. 

The pre-incarnate Christ who wrestled with Jacob is the same Jesus who 
leads, sustains, and promises eternal hope to us as believers today.



Reflection Questions:

How does knowing that Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever affect 
the way you trust Him?

In what ways can you draw courage and hope from the faithfulness God 
showed to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob?



Day 6

Blessing and Promise

Read: Genesis 49:8–12; II Corinthians 1:20; Revelation 5:5; II Corinthians 2:14

Jacob’s final blessings to his sons pointed to Judah as the tribe from which the 
Messiah would eventually come.  The fact that Judah lived a sin-filled life (from 
being a part of selling his brother Joseph into slavery to fathering children through 
trickery with Tamar) reflects the utter need we have for a Savior. Our human 
condition is one of sin and brokenness. 

That the lineage of Christ came through this man, who like us cannot stand before a 
holy God, shows that our salvation is all mercy.

Jesus is the Lion of Judah, the One who has overcome, and the One who allows us 
to walk in fellowship with Him. Every promise of God finds its “Yes” in Christ.



Reflection Questions:

How could the names of Jesus, Lion of Judah and Root of David, be of 
encouragement to you today? 

Is there another name of God that has brought you comfort?  

What future hope sustains you today?



Day 7

Hope That Holds

Read: Romans 5:3–5; Hebrews 6:19; Lamentations 3:21–24; Psalm 23

Wrestling with God. Reconciling with his brother. Building an altar at Bethel. 
Receiving covenant promises. Becoming a part of the lineage of Jesus. 

Jacob’s story reveals a truth for all of us: it is grace and mercy that saves us. It is 
not earned or deserved. We are loved, and God chooses to journey with us. He 
desires us to wrestle and cling to Him even in the midst of uncertainty and fear. He 
meets us with His presence, and that is our ultimate need.

Jacob worshiped by pouring a drink offering and oil over the stone altar he built at 
Bethel. Likewise, God pours into us.  “Hope does not put us to shame, because 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts.” (Romans 5:5)



Reflection Questions:

What have you learned about hope through Jacob’s story?

How is Christ your hope this Advent?



He is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of all creation.

- Colossians 1:15



Week Two

PEACE
Joshua

The Lord Our Peace



Day 1

The Candle of Peace: The Commander of the Lord’s Army

Read: Joshua 5:13–15, Colossians 1:9-20

“As Commander of the army of the Lord I have now come.”

In the conquest for the Promised Land, before Jericho fell, Joshua met a divine 
warrior with sword drawn standing in the road. When Joshua asked whose side He 
was on, the answer came: “Neither, but as Commander of the army of the Lord I 
have now come.”

This was no angel: It was the pre-incarnate Christ, the Commander of Heaven’s 
armies. Peace in this moment came not from a military strategy but from holy 
surrender. Joshua removed his sandals at the word of this Commander, recognizing 
and acknowledging the holy ground he was standing on.

As you light the Candle of Peace, remember: peace is not the absence of 
conflict but the presence of Christ’s authority.



Reflection Questions:

Where do you need to stop fighting for control and surrender to God’s leading?

How does God’s supreme power over the visible and invisible bring peace to 
your heart?



Day 2

Be Strong and Courageous

Read: Joshua 1:1–11; Psalm 29

Peace is rooted in God’s promise of presence. As the human leadership of Israel 
changed hands from Moses to Joshua, and while the people were grieving this loss 
and transition, God assured them that He wasn’t leaving them. He was their source 
of strength and stability.

God repeatedly says, “I will be with you wherever you go.” On the basis of His 
promise, they were able to be strong and courageous. He had a plan for them, and 
He would be walking with them into new territory.



Reflection Questions:

What fear do you need to surrender to God today?

Do you find yourself in a challenging or frightening moment? How is God’s 
presence fortifying you with both courage and peace?



Day 3

Crossing the Jordan

Read: Joshua 3:14–17; Joshua 4:1–9; Psalm 77:19

The Israelites faced an overwhelming obstacle towards walking in obedience: the 
flooded Jordan River. But God made a way. As the priests carried the Ark of the 
Covenant into the waters, trusting God with their steps, the river stopped flowing. 
The people crossed on dry ground!

This was not just a physical miracle; it was a miracle of peace. The people did not 
have to fight the waters themselves. God provided the way, and they walked in 
obedience to it. Peace often comes not when we control the situation but when we 
trust in God’s plan and step forward in obedience.



Reflection Questions:

Where do you need to step forward in faith?

What miracle might follow your obedience?



Day 4

The Walls Fall Down

Read: Joshua 6:1–20; Psalm 20:7; Proverbs 3:5–6; Psalm 118

The battle of Jericho is one of the most famous miracles in Scripture. God’s strategy 
was unconventional: march, blow trumpets, and shout. No swords. No shields. Just 
obedience to the daily direction God gave them and trust in the Lord that He would 
honor their obedience. The walls fell not by human effort but by divine intervention. 
And God got the glory for the victory!

Peace often comes through surrender. When we trust His plans and His Word, even 
if it may seem strange or impossible, He makes our way sure. The Israelites 
experienced the unexplainable as trumpets blasted and the walls fell. There was no 
denying that the Lord fought on their behalf. Faith, not force, won the day in Jericho.



Reflection Questions:

What improbable outcome are you trusting God with at the moment? 

As you wait, without knowing how He will act, what gives you peace?



Day 5

The Lord Fights for You

Read: Joshua 10:8–14; Deuteronomy 20:4; Psalm 44:3; Ephesians 6:10-18

Have you ever had an unforgettable day? Perhaps it was due to who you were with, 
a special celebration, or a sad event. Joshua experienced an unforgettable day 
seeing the hand of God visibly control nature and harness creation in spectacular 
ways. 

Against overwhelming enemies, God intervened as the sun stood still and hail 
rained down on the enemy. Joshua witnessed God tangibly fighting on behalf of His 
people. When victory came, it was obvious that it was not due simply to human 
effort or strategy.

Peace comes from experiencing God's presence and provision even in the midst of 
our fiercest battles. Our battles in the physical, mental, and spiritual realms matter 
to God. He loves us, and He will fight for us.



Reflection Questions:

In what ways has God defended you in the past?

How does this instill confidence and peace as you journey through difficulty today? 



Day 6

As for Me and My House

Read: Joshua 24:14–15; Joshua 24:31; Philippians 4:4–8: I Peter 3:15

At the end of his life, Joshua called Israel to choose whom they would serve. This 
call still resonates today. Who are you serving?  

• Yourself? 

• Your goals? 

• A person? 

• An agenda?

Or is it God? Jesus was clear that we cannot have two competing supreme loves 
(Matthew 6:24). He must be the central treasure of our heart. 

Joshua’s challenge reminds us that submission to God brings true peace. Peace is 
not passive; it results from our decision to follow God faithfully by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 



Serving God begins with a single decision, and it expresses itself daily through 
many smaller choices.

Reflection Questions:

Can you identify any divided loyalties in your heart? 

How might those divided loyalties be preventing you from fully experiencing 
God's peace right now? 



Day 7

The God of Peace Leads Us

Read: Joshua 2:1–21; Matthew 1:5; Hebrews 11:31; James 2:25

Rahab’s story reminds us that peace often begins with trusting God amid 
uncertainty. 

Living in the city of Jericho as a Gentile, she chose to protect the Israelite spies 
because she believed in the God of heaven. Rahab may not have known all the 
intricacies of the law and the sacrificial system, but she had heard about the mighty 
God who parts waters and routs powerful armies.  

Her faith brought her and her household peace in the midst of chaos. The walls fell 
and the battle raged, but she and her family were spared as the red cord hung out 
the window. 

Rahab’s faith led to lasting blessing: she is part of the lineage of Jesus, the mother 
of Boaz, great great grandmother of David.  



Reflection Questions:

Where in your life do you need to act in faith to experience God’s peace?

How does Rahab’s story inspire you to step out in situations that feel risky 
or uncertain?



“Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 
I am the Living One. I was dead. But now 

look! I am alive for ever and ever!” 
- Revelation 1:17-18



Week Three

JOY
Daniel

Joy in God’s Presence



Day 1

The Candle of Joy: The Fiery Furnace

Read: Daniel 3:16–28; Psalm 16:11

Unless Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego bowed to the massive golden idol, they 
were going to be thrown into a blazing furnace. Watch the flame flicker on your 
candle and imagine the light of the furnace. These were real people, and it was real 
fire.  

Knowing that this was going to be their punishment if they did not bow, their 
response to the king is remarkable, “Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us… 
but even if He does not, we will not serve your gods.”

As they were bound and prepared to be thrown into the fiery furnace, it must have 
appeared that God would not spare them here on earth. But then imagine as they 
are thrown inside and they realize they are not being burned. They are walking 
around but are not singed by the fire or harmed by the heat.  What must they have 
felt?  What did they say to each other? And what did they do when they realized that 
there was a fourth person in the fire with them?



God’s presence was visibly with them as a fourth figure in the flames. Their 
confidence was not dependent on the outcome but on knowing God was able, 
and He was with them. 

Joy is rooted in God’s nearness rather than external circumstances.

Reflection Questions:

What trials in your life require trusting God’s presence over your own solutions?

How can recognizing God with you bring joy even in challenging circumstances?



Day 2

Standing Firm in Hard Places

Read: Daniel 1; Colossians 3:23–24; Psalm 19:7-14

Daniel and his friends were taken into exile far from home, family, and the customs 
they knew. Yet Daniel refused to compromise his convictions. By trusting God and 
obeying Him, he and his friends were radiant, their countenance healthy and strong.

It is doubtful that this radiance was merely external; it came from their spirit. They 
lived in a way that was distinct and set apart for God’s purposes. God’s provision 
often comes when we act courageously and prioritize His Word and His call above 
all else.

Joy is found in faithfulness, obedience, and trusting God in difficult circumstances. 
Daniel’s strength in Babylon reminds us that joy is not circumstantial or based on 
the right environment; it is rooted in belonging to God and walking in His ways, even 
in exile.



Reflection Questions:

Where do you face pressure to compromise your values or faith?

How can obedience in small or difficult choices lead to lasting joy?

In what ways can your faithfulness inspire others?



Day 3

God’s Sovereign Control

Read: Daniel 2; Psalm 33:10–11; Revelation 21:1–4

The miraculous happened. Daniel begged his friends to pray with him that God 
would reveal not only the king’s dream but the interpretation. And He did!

Recognizing God’s control over nations, hearts, and events brings joy that 
transcends circumstances. Kings may issue decrees, and kingdoms may rise and 
fall, but God’s purposes stand forever.

Joy comes from trusting in His wisdom and sovereignty, knowing He governs with 
justice and love. Daniel rejoiced that God “reveals deep and hidden things” and that 
His dominion is eternal. 

One day, this same God will make all things new—no more death, crying, or pain. 
He will be our light and our ever-present joy!



Reflection Questions:

How does remembering God’s sovereignty affect your daily joy?

What parts of your life can you surrender to His control this Advent?



Day 4

Joy That Humbles and Heals

Read: Daniel 4:28–37; Psalm 121

King Nebuchadnezzar’s testimony in Daniel 4 is one of the most remarkable stories 
of transformation in Scripture. Once a ruler filled with pride, he exalted himself 
above God, declaring, “Is not this the great Babylon I have built?” But God, in 
mercy, humbled him, driving him away to live among the beasts until he 
acknowledged the true King of heaven.

When Nebuchadnezzar finally lifted his eyes toward heaven, his reason returned, 
and so did his joy. His confession rings true across time, “Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, 
praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven.”

God’s discipline is not meant to destroy but to redeem. Humility restores fellowship 
with the God who is our help and keeper. True joy flows from surrendering to the 
One who rules in righteousness and mercy. We lift up our eyes to where our help 
comes from, the Maker of heaven and earth.



Reflection Questions:

How has God used humility or correction to draw you closer to Him?

What can Nebuchadnezzar’s story teach you about finding joy through surrender?



Day 5

Faithfulness in Prayer

Read: Daniel 6; Matthew 28:1–7

Daniel continued praying to God despite the king’s decree. His commitment to the 
voice of God over the fear of man resulted in being thrown into the lions’ den. Can 
you imagine being considered so righteous before others that the only way you 
could be “caught” was through your devotion to prayer?

After throwing Daniel to the lions, a stone was rolled in front of the den’s entrance 
so “Daniel’s situation would not be changed.” But God moved; He sent His angel to 
shut the lions’ mouths. This was not the only time a stone was unable to keep God 
from acting in miraculous power! When dawn broke, Daniel’s voice rang out that he 
was alive, and the king rejoiced, proclaiming praise to Daniel’s God.

Joy is found not in avoidance of danger but in the nearness of God.



Reflection Questions:

How can consistent prayer deepen your joy this season?

What situation are you facing that seems unchangeable? How might God ask you 
to pray and act in faith in it?



Day 6

Joy in Prayer and Promise

Read: Daniel 9:1–23; Philippians 4:4–7; Psalm 16:11

With a heart full of reverence, Daniel turned to God in fasting, sackcloth, and ashes, 
confessing the sins of his nation. Even in grief, Daniel found delight in knowing that 
God’s mercy endures. Before he even finished praying, Gabriel appeared with an 
answer! 

Sometimes we see our prayers answered quickly; other times there is a delay.  But 
we can be confident that even while the movement, timing, and activity of God 
remain a mystery in part, our prayers move Heaven.

Daniel’s joy didn’t come from a deliverance yet to be seen, but from confidence in 
the One who keeps His promises. In the same way, Advent invites us to wait with 
that same joyful hope. We rejoice because the God who heard Daniel’s prayer still 
listens today. 



Reflection Questions:

In what ways can repentance and humility actually lead to deeper joy in your 
relationship with God?

How might you intercede for others this Advent, trusting that God still hears and 
acts in mercy?



Day 7

Joy in the Eternal King

Read: Daniel 7:9–14; Luke 19:9-10; Revelation 1:12–18

In Daniel’s vision, thrones are set in place, and the Ancient of Days takes His seat. 
Thousands upon thousands attend Him, and judgment flows from His throne. Then 
Daniel sees “one like a Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven.” He 
approaches the Ancient of Days and is given authority, glory, and sovereign power. 
His kingdom will never be destroyed.

This is no ordinary dream; it is a glimpse of Christ before Bethlehem, enthroned in 
heavenly glory. The Son of Man was Jesus’ favorite title for Himself, a deliberate 
echo of this moment in Daniel’s prophecy. 

This Advent, we rejoice in that unshakable truth that Jesus Christ reigns. He is the 
Lamb upon the throne, the One who was, and is, and is to come. Let your heart rest 
in the certainty of His rule. No matter what unfolds around you, His dominion is 
everlasting, and His joy will never fade.



Reflection Questions:

How does Daniel’s vision of Christ as the Son of Man expand your understanding 
of who Jesus is?

What gives you joy in knowing that His kingdom will never end?



Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who 
was raised to life—is at the right hand of God 

and is also interceding for us.
- Romans 8:34



Week Four

LOVE
Isaiah

The Suffering Servant



Day 1

The Candle of Love: The Suffering Messiah

Read: Isaiah 53:1–12; John 15:13; Romans 5:8

As you light the Candle of Love, reflect on the prophecy of the suffering Servant. 
He would be despised, rejected, pierced, and crushed not for His own sins, but for 
ours. Our healing would come at the expense of another.

God’s love is proactive, reaching into our brokenness and offering the way of 
redemption.

Isaiah describes a Messiah who bears our grief, carries our iniquities, and is 
wounded for our transgressions. This is the ultimate act of self-giving love. Jesus’ 
life, death, and resurrection fulfilled this prophecy, demonstrating that God’s love is 
not passive; it moves into the suffering of others, bearing their burdens alongside 
them.



Reflection Questions:

How does Christ’s sacrificial love shape your understanding of God’s character?

In what ways can you reflect this love to someone in need this Advent?



Day 2

God’s Love Spoken…and in Silence

Read: Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:1–23; Exodus 34:6-7a; I John 4:7-16

God’s love is faithful across generations. For years and years, He promised a 
Savior who would be born of a virgin in Bethlehem. His name would be Immanuel, 
God with Us. The covenant promises to Abraham and David would be fulfilled in the 
coming of the newborn King Jesus.

Even during the 400 years of silence between the time of the Old and New 
Testaments, His love moved through history-shaping events. He was in control of 
the kingdoms, languages, roadways, and synagogues. He was creating pathways 
for the Gospel of His Son to be able to reach the world.

God’s love is not just something we feel. It is a part of His complex character in 
which we are confident. It does not change. God does not simply do loving things or 
feel loving towards us; He IS love. God is faithful to a thousand generations! 

The Lord, The Lord, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.  



Reflection Questions:

Where do you need to trust God’s timing in your life this Advent?

How can reflecting on His work in seemingly random or silent times deepen your 
experience of His love?



Day 3

Love That Invites

Read: Isaiah 55:1–13; Psalm 66; John 6:35 

As you read Isaiah 55, notice the abundance of God’s invitation: “Come, all you 
who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and 
eat!” God’s love is generous. It is freely offered, and it is life-giving. He calls us to 
drink deeply, trusting that His Word accomplishes all He intends. He promises that 
His thoughts and ways are higher than ours, and responding to Him transforms our 
hearts. 

In this crescendo of the Advent season, let us reflect on the generosity of God’s 
love. It meets us where we are and invites us into abundance. Just as God’s Word 
accomplishes His purpose, our acts of love and obedience can bring His blessing 
and hope to the world around us.



Reflection Questions:

Where has He brought you to a place of abundance? Be specific.

In what areas of your life do you need to trust His Word to accomplish what 
He intends?



Day 4

Love That Redeems and Restores

Read: Isaiah 41:8–10; Isaiah 43:1–7; Romans 8:31–39

“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are mine.” 
These words in Isaiah 43 overflow with the steadfast love of God. To His people in 
exile, fearful and weary, God speaks with both tenderness and authority. His 
presence in the hard and the miraculous is a comfort and a promise: “When you 
walk through the waters, I will be with you.”

In Christ, these promises find their fullest expression. The One who redeemed 
Israel has now redeemed us through His blood. His love is the anchor that steadies 
us and the force that restores us. Nothing can separate us from that love: not fear, 
not failure, not even death itself.

As Advent draws to a close, rest in this truth: you are loved, called, and held by the 
One who has redeemed you. He calls you by name. In Christ, you are His.



Reflection Questions:

Where do you need to hear God’s “do not fear”?

How does knowing you are called by name deepen your understanding of His love?



Day 5

Christmas Day—The Light of Christ

Read: John 1:1–14; Luke 2:8–14; Colossians 1:15-27; Revelation 21:22–25

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”

The candles of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love now burn together as we light the one 
center light: the Christ Candle. 

As we celebrate today, we remember and proclaim that the same Christ who met 
Jacob in the night, who led Joshua into battle, who walked faithfully with Daniel in 
exile, and who was promised centuries before by Isaiah now lives among us and 
within us through the Spirit.  

“The mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now 
disclosed to the Lord’s people. To them God has chosen to make known among the 
Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of 
glory.”  (I Cor. 1:26-27)

Christ in us, the Hope of Glory! Hallelujah! 



Emmanuel, God with us.

The eternal Word made flesh, lying in a manger, stepping into human history to dwell 
among us. His light is not distant. 

 “Arise, shine, for your light has come.” (Isaiah 60:1)

Christ has always been. Christ has come. Christ is here. Christ will come again!

Reflection Questions:

What does it mean to recognize that the eternal Word is not only with us, but in us?

Which Advent theme, passage, or Scripture has most deepened your walk with Christ?
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