








The Ten Commandments are not given
to restrict us but given to EXPLAIN us. 



When we live out how God created us
we thrive.



“Individualism is not freedom; it is bondage. Living 
for yourself is not liberty; it is a self-imposed 
prison. Making up your own rules and following 
your own paths leads to disaster. Thus, God calls 
you to himself so that, by grace, he may free you 
from you.”

         Paul Tripp



“If I am right with God, nothing can really be 
wrong with me. 
If I am wrong with God, nothing can really be 
right with me.”
       Donald Schaeffer



Why did the living God speak and give
this third commandment?



“You shall not misuse the name of 
the LORD your God, for the LORD will not 
hold anyone guiltless who misuses his 
name.”       
         Ex. 20:7



“Many church-goers think the third 
commandment is primarily to forbid 
casual profanity. Yet profanity is perhaps 
the least of our offenses against it.”

        Joy Davidman 



Why did the living God speak and give
this third commandment?



The living God did not want to see us 
waste a precious gift.



misuse     =    vain, empty or nothing



What is the precious gift that God 
doesn’t want us to waste?



The gift of “taking” his precious 
personal name, YAHWEH!



Exodus 3





Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob...”
The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my 
people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out 
because of their slave drivers, and I am 
concerned about their suffering. So I have come 
down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians 
and to bring them up out of that land into a good and 
spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey.”
        Ex. 3: 4;7-9



El Shaddai  =   God Almighty



Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the 
Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your 
fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask 
me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell 
them?”
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is 
what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has 
sent me to you.’”    Ex. 3: 13-14
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I AM = I am the one who really is present!



God also said to Moses,…

“This is my name forever,
the name you shall call me
from generation to generation.”

        Ex. 3:15



“I am Yahweh, the One Who is; the One 
Who is there with you and for you; the One 
Who was with you and for you; the One 
Who will be with you and for you. I am the 
One who sees and hears you and has finally 
come down to you.”



“The gift of the name Yahweh is an 
invitation to a relationship with Yahweh. 
God is giving of his own self. God is 
giving full access to all the name 
implies.”
        Martin North



    GOD



   LORD



“I am giving you access to my personal 
name Yahweh…



“I am giving you access to my personal 
name Yahweh…Because I want to be 
known by you personally!”



There are two great moments in human 
history. (1) When the living God revealed 
himself as Yahweh. (2) When Yahweh 
reveals himself as Yeshua (Jesus): Yahweh 
to the rescue.
      
      Francis Anderson



  What’s in a name?



You really didn’t know a person unless 
you knew their name. The name was an
expression of a person's character.  



To give a person your name was to 
express a desire for relationship with 
them.



To give a person your name was to make 
yourself vulnerable to them and in 
service to them.



“In the Book of Exodus, God tells Moses 
his name is Yahweh, and God hasn’t had 
a peaceful moment since.  And that is 
perfectly fine with God.”
       F. Buechner



How do we not take Yahweh’s 
name in vain?

How do we value Yahweh's 
name?



Vain:

When I treat the Yahweh’s name as a 
magic formula, I take it in vain.



Vain:

When I treat the Yahweh’s name as a 
magic formula, I take it in vain.

Yahweh cannot be controlled or 
manipulated. 



Value:

When I trust the inherent authority 
and supremacy of his name over all  
creation.



“Therefore, God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every 
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.”    
        -Phil. 2: 10-11



“The prince of darkness grim,
we tremble not for him;
his rage we can endure,
for lo! his doom is sure;
one little word shall fell him.”



Shout to the Lord…

Power and majesty Praise to the 
King
Mountains bow down And the seas 
will roar

At the sound of Your Name



“Shout Jesus from the mountains
Jesus in the streets
Jesus in the darkness, over every 
enemy
Jesus for my family
I speak the holy name
Jesus,” 



Vain:

When I live in a way that does 
not square with his name. 



“And now what do I have here?” 
declares the LORD...

my name is constantly blasphemed.”   
       Isa 52:5



Value:

When I live a life that is consistent
with Yahweh’s character. 



“Father, hallowed be your name…”

“Please honor yourself by the way
you enable me to live.”



Vain:

When I use the name of God
carelessly, thoughtlessly and 
flippantly.



Value:

When I call upon the name of 
the Yahweh!  



I love you, Yahweh, my strength.
Yahweh is my rock, my fortress and my 
deliverer;

Yahweh is my rock, in whom I take refuge,
my shield and the horn of my salvation, my 
stronghold.

I called Yahweh, who is worthy of praise,
and I have been saved from my enemies.

        Ps. 18:13



“Calling upon Yahweh in the everyday 
issues of life is one of the highest 
forms of praise, and not calling upon 
him is the highest form of insult. In 
essence we are saying, ‘I can make it 
without Yahweh, without Jesus.’”

Joy Davidman 





Y-A-H-W-E-H-, J-E-S-U-S. 



“I am giving you access to my personal 
name Yahweh… Because I want to be 
known by you personally!”


