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Introduction
Welcome to The Songs of
Christmas, Advent 2022!
We look forward to exploring
this theme together over the
next four weeks both in our
corporate worship on Sunday
mornings and our individual
lives all through the week.

Scripture contains many songs
around the Christmas
narrative. Mary responds in
song upon the visit from the
angel. Zechariah sings upon
news of having a child. The
angels sing in praise and
announcement! And finally,
Simeon sings over the
newborn Jesus.

We, too, sing a great deal
around this season. Whether
humming along to our favorite
carols in the car, caroling with
friends around town, or
enjoying the final candlelight
carol at the Christmas Eve
service, singing is deeply
connected to Christmas.

This Advent booklet has been
designed to walk with you
through the Christmas season
with intentional focus.

Each week contains:

• The Scripture “song”
passage from our Sunday
service.

• A personal devotional for
reflection.

• An FACKids Read, Think,
& Do devotional.

• A Christmas carol and song
story (linked on our FAC
Spotify).

• An activity and OUT focus
to consider.

We hope this Advent guide
enhances your worship
experience this season. Merry
Christmas, FAC family. Sing it
with us: Oh come let us adore
Him, Christ the Lord!

The FAC Staff
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³⁴“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”

³⁵ The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be
born will be called the Son of God. ³⁶ Even Elizabeth your relative
is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be
unable to conceive is in her sixth month. ³⁷ For no word from God
will ever fail.”

³⁸ “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to
me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.

³⁹ At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill
country of Judea, ⁴⁰ where she entered Zechariah’s home and
greeted Elizabeth. ⁴¹ When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the
baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit. ⁴² In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the child you will bear! ⁴³ But why am I so
favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? ⁴⁴ As soon
as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my
womb leaped for joy. ⁴⁵ Blessed is she who has believed that the
Lord would fulfill his promises to her!”

⁴⁶ And Mary said:
“My soul glorifies the Lord
⁴⁷ and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
⁴⁸ for he has been mindful

of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed,
⁴⁹ for the Mighty One has done great things for me—

holy is his name.
⁵⁰ His mercy extends to those who fear him,

from generation to generation.
⁵¹ He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;

he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
⁵² He has brought down rulers from their thrones

but has lifted up the humble.
⁵³ He has filled the hungry with good things

but has sent the rich away empty.
⁵⁴ He has helped his servant Israel,

remembering to be merciful
⁵⁵ to Abraham and his descendants forever,

just as he promised our ancestors.”

LUKE 1:34-55

Song of MaryWEEK 1:
HOPE
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DEVOTiONAL

I used to read the Bible from
the intellectual posture of
“What does God want to say to
me?” or “What does He want
to show me?” Don’t get me
wrong, I don’t think that those
questions are a terrible
motivation for reading God’s
Word, but I can testify to it not
being a continually fueling
motivation. And to be
completely honest, I
discovered that the fuel of
“me” wasn’t a sustainable one
when it came cultivating a
consistent devotional life.

Most recently God has shifted
my motivation for reading His
Word. I am now learning to
ask the question “What does
this text, verse, or chapter tell
me about God?”

This question has shifted my
whole perspective. Somebody
say PERSPECTIVE. Did you
know that Perspective. Is.
Everything?

We see that here in Luke
1:33-54. After the Angel of the
Lord shares the miracle that is
about to happen through and
to Mary, Mary asks a question.
Her question stems from her
perspective (what she was
focusing on). In verse 34 Mary
asks, “How can this happen? I
am a virgin.”

Mary was looking at the facts
instead of God’s face or His
record. In verse 35, the Angel
tells Mary “The Holy Spirit
will come upon you and the
Power of The Most High will
overshadow YOU.” This
beautiful revelation helps shift
Mary’s perspective and

awakens her faith! Her seed of
faith, the “how,” is now
planted in God versus herself.
How do we know this? We
know this because of her
response in verse 38 she says,
“I am the Lord’s servant. May
everything you have said
about me come true.”

Mary went from a heart
posture of questioning to
surrender. But it doesn’t stop
there, it gets better! In verses
39-45 we see Mary visiting her
cousin Elizabeth. Upon her
arrival, Elizabeth through the
power of the Holy Spirit
celebrates by prophesying
what God has done and is
going to do through Mary.

Then it happens. In verses
46-54 we see the culmination
of what can happen in a life
lived with the right perspective
or focus. PRAISE ERUPTS!
Heaven Gives Mary a song!
This song testifies of who God
is.

That God is:
-Savior
-Holy
-Able
-A covenant-keeping God

Mary knows that she is now
carrying a promise fulfilled.
And the truth is if you are a
born again believer you too
carry a promise fulfilled. You
carry The Holy Spirit, the
promised one! The one that
seals you as we once again
wait on our coming King. The
One that came and is coming
back!

Reflection Questions

1. As you transition into
this advent season, think
about where your focus
is. Is it on self, to do lists,
problems, other people,
or finances? Whatever it
is, write it down, confess
it, and hand it to Jesus.

2. What is one tangible
thing that you can do to
help shift your current
perspective to our
coming King?

3. If you were to write a
song of Praise to our
Coming King, what
would the words be? Go
for it! Write it, sing it,
share it, He is worthy
and waiting!

“The Holy Spirit
will come upon you
and the Power of

The Most High will
overshadow YOU.”

Cecily Vinegar is the
wife of our Pastor of
OUT, Tyrone Vinegar.
Her favorite Christmas
song is “O Holy Night.”



HOLiDAY CROCKPOT CLUSTERS

STORY BEHiND THE SONG

another 30 minutes.
5. After 30 minutes, check to see

if all the Almond Bark is
melted, and if so, stir.

6. Lay out wax paper and begin
to scoop out spoon sized
portions of the mixture onto
the wax paper, creating
clusters.

7. Decorate as desired, using
holiday sprinkles or additional
chopped peanuts.

8. Allow the clusters to harder
for 1 hour, then enjoy!

1 (16 oz.) jar unsalted peanuts
1 (16 oz.) jar salted peanuts
1 (12 oz.) bag semi-sweet
chocolate chips
1 (12 oz.) bag milk chocolate
chips
2 (12 oz.) bag of peanut butter
chips
2 (1 lb.) packages White
Almond Bark*, broken into
pieces

1. Layer ingredients, in order
listed, into crock pot.

2. Turn crock pot on low and
cover with lid, leave for 2
hours.

3. After two hours, remove
lid and stir to combine.

4. Replace lid, and leave for

*See page 13

“What Child Is This?” is a
traditional carol that was
composed by William
Chatterton Dix in 1865. Dix, an
insurance manager in Glasgow,
Scotland, was only 29 years old
when he suffered an
unexpected and near-fatal
illness and severe depression.
While recovering, he
experienced a spiritual
awakening. His constant
reading of Scripture inspired
him to start writing hymns.

“What Child Is This?” was
written at Christmas time, and

it poses a series of rhetorical
questions that the shepherds
might have pondered when
they met the baby Jesus. He
incorporated the recognizable
tune of the English folk song
“Greensleeves,” which helped it
to catch on quickly. The song
was released in 1871.

As we focus this week on
Mary’s song, take in the
beautiful words and melody of
“What Child Is This?” and
ponder the shepherds’
questions for yourself.

WHAT CHiLD iS THiS?

Make

Listen

Recipe from Katy McKee.
Katy is the Administrative
Assistant of Multiplication &
Mobilization at the CMA Ohio
Valley District and the wife of
Kendall McKee, our College
Pastor and Greenhouse
Director. Katy’s favorite
Christmas song is “Winter
Song” by Audry Assaud.

SCAN THE QR CODE
BELOW TO LiSTEN TO
“WHAT CHiLD IS THiS?”

For our full
Christmas playlist

scan here.
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READ:

“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in
God my Savior for he has looked to the humble estate
of his servant.” Luke 1:46-47

THiNK:

• This Advent season, we are focusing as a
church on four different “songs” together!
These aren’t songs you’d hear on the radio,
but are a different kind of song (sometimes
called poems) that are recorded in the Bible
as part of the Christmas story and are meant
to teach us something about Jesus.

• Our first song is sung by Jesus’ mother,
Mary. This song gets its name, The
Magnificat, from its first line: “My soul
magnifies the Lord.” Hear the similarity:
Magnificat? Magnify? I bet you’ve heard the
word magnify before. Maybe you’ve even
used a tool to help you magnify something (a
magnifying glass, a telescope, a pair of
glasses). When we magnify something, we
are focusing on it in order to make it clearer
or easier to see and understand.

• Advent is a time of magnifying! We spend
the weeks around Christmas focusing on
Jesus, learning and understanding more
about Him. We talk about Jesus’ reasons for
being born as a human; because of His
perfect example, we are able to see God more
clearly, understand Him, and know Him.
Jesus shows us a real life example of God’s
kindness, love, justice, peace, and more.
Jesus magnifies God for us!

• Just like Jesus’ example magnifies, or lets us
see and understand God more clearly, we can
magnify God too! That is what Mary’s song
means when she talks about her soul
magnifying the Lord. God in us, Holy Spirit,
should magnify God! When we choose to be
kind, to serve others, to be peace-making, we
show an example of what God is like to those
around us. You could even say that we are
like walking magnifying glasses for God!

DO:

• Get a magnifying glass (or binoculars, or a
telescope, or a pair of glasses) and do some
investigating around your house and in
God’s creation outside! Talk about what you
can see when it is magnified that you can’t
see with just your eyes.

• List some of your family’s favorite worship
songs. What do those songs have to say
about God? Now, find a Christmas song that
magnifies Jesus (focuses on Him, helps us
understand something about Him)! Read the
words, sing it together, and make it your
family’s “official” Christmas song!

All FACKids Devotionals were
written by our Children’s
Pastor, Tim Davis and our
Nursery & Preschool
Coordinator, Hannah Meredith.
Tim’s favorite Christmas song is
“Have Yourself a Merry Little
Christmas” and Hannah’s is
“White Christmas.”

FACKiDS DEVOTiONAL
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Serve

Sign up to serve our
partners through one of
our Christmas service

opportunities:

• Provide a meal for a family.
We are partnering with Booker
T Washington Elementary,
Wellington Elementary, and
Russell Cave Church of Christ to
provide meals this Christmas.
Cost is approximately $60. Sign
up at faclex.com/events.

• Give a gift to Natalie’s
Sisters. Our goal is to provide
30 Christmas gifts at $25 each.
Sign up at faclex.com/events.

• Give an Angel Tree gift.We
are partnering with Wellington
Elementary to provide 25 Angel
Tree gifts. Sign up at
faclex.com/events.

Go shopping with
your family or small
group for the meals

and gifts!

GOiNG TO MiSS A
SUNDAY DURiNG THE
HOLiDAY SEASON?
BE SURE TO GO TO
FACLEX.COM/SERViCES
TO WATCH AND LiSTEN TO
OUR SERMONS ANYTiME.

There are so many great Bible studies,
children’s programs, and concerts for
the Christmas season - all free for FAC

attenders!

OUR PARTNERS

1. Go to faclex.com/rightnowmedia
2. Click “Get Started” and follow the

prompts or login if you already
have an account.

3. It’s that easy!



WEEK 2:
PEACE Song of Zechariah

⁶⁸ Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,
because he has come to his people and redeemed them.

⁶⁹ He has raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David

⁷⁰ (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago),
⁷¹ salvation from our enemies

and from the hand of all who hate us—
⁷² to show mercy to our ancestors

and to remember his holy covenant,
⁷³ the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
⁷⁴ to rescue us from the hand of our enemies,

and to enable us to serve him without fear
⁷⁵ in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
⁷⁶ And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High;

for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him,
⁷⁷ to give his people the knowledge of salvation

through the forgiveness of their sins,
⁷⁸ because of the tender mercy of our God,

by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven
⁷⁹ to shine on those living in darkness

and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the path of peace.

LUKE 1:68-79
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Read: Luke 1:5-25, 57-79

Imagine being told incredible
news. Unbelievable news.
Ridiculously joy filled and
exciting news—and then not
being able to tell anyone. That
was Zechariah’s situation!
Zechariah was told such
unbelievable news that he did
just that—he didn’t believe it.
And his mouth was
supernaturally shut until his
son was born.

For months he is forced to sit
with his thoughts, to muse in
quiet, and, if I can take some
imaginative liberty, plan what
he would say when he was
finally able to talk again. And
what a plan it was! When his
son John was born and his
mouth was opened he
launched into song, blessing
God, speaking truth over his
son, and prophesying before
all the neighbors, friends, and

family gathered around.

Like Zechariah, at this
Christmas season, we have
incredible news. Unbelievable
news. Ridiculously joy filled
and exciting news! The
Messiah has come to earth.
Jesus has come as a baby, will
grow into a man, and
experience everything we do—
temptation, emotion,
suffering—all to understand
and empathize with us and
save us from our sins! This is
fantastic news but if you’re
anything like me, October,
November, and December
seem to get squished together
into an annual blur. The
holiday season brings all sorts
of things for each one of us.

Maybe it’s the busyness, hurry,
and stress of parties,
traditions, family gatherings,
vacation planning and
packing, decorating, and
eating. Maybe it’s deep and
profound sadness and
loneliness, longing for
connection and hope. Maybe
it’s frustration and bitterness,
wishing 2022 was like
Christmases of years past.

Could it be that the activity
and emotions this season
brings causes misaligned
priorities or simply forget?
Could it be that we, like
Zechariah, are rendered mute?

May it not be so this
Christmas. May we prophesy
over our neighbors, friends,
and family: “Blessed be the
Lord God of Israel, for he has
visited and redeemed his
people…a child has been born,
who is Christ the Lord…Glory
to God in the highest!”

Reflection Questions

1. What stands out to you
about the story of
Zechariah?

2. Which camp do you fall
into this season: busy,
stressed, or hurried? Sad,
lonely, or hopeless?
Frustrated, angry, or
bitter? How does
Zechariah’s experience
speak to your situation?

3. Who can you tell the
fantastic news of Jesus’
birth this week?

BY DAN MCPHERSON

DEVOTiONAL

Like Zechariah, at
this Christmas
season, we have
incredible news.

Dan McPherson is our
Pastor of Youth. His
favorite Christmas
songs are “The First
Noel” and “A Holly
Jolly Christmas.”
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20 oz. container (2 ¾ cup) Tang
1 cup sugar
⅔ cup lemonade (sweetened)
1 ¼ cup instant tea (decaf)
1 teaspoon clove
1 teaspoon cinnamon
½ teaspoon nutmeg

Mix all ingredients together.
Store in a airtight container.
Use 2 tablespoons mix to 1 cup hot
water. Enjoy!

SPiCE TEA
Make

STORY BEHiND THE SONG
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
was written by the Episcopal
priest Phillips Brooks in 1868
for the Sunday school children
at his Philadelphia parish.
Having traveled to Bethlehem
and seen the very fields the
shepherds would have been
tending, the scene was etched
in his heart and mind.

Brooks asked Louis H.
Redner, a wealthy real estate
broker who served as the
organist at his church, to
compose the music. The night
before the service in which it
would be played, Redner had
nothing written. Later he
would say:

“I was roused from sleep late
in the night hearing an angel
strain whispering in my ear,
and seizing a piece of music
paper I jotted down the treble
of the tune as we now have it,
and on Sunday morning
before going to church I filled
in the harmony. Neither Mr.
Brooks nor I ever thought the
carol or the music to it would
live beyond that Christmas of
1868.”

As you listen, envision the
fields and town and think on
the line “the hopes and fears
of all the years are met in thee
tonight.”

O LiTTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM
Listen

Recipe from Hope McPherson.
Hope is the wife of our Pastor
of Youth, Dan McPherson.
Hope’s favorite Christmas song
is “Carol of the Bells.”

SCAN THE QR CODE
BELOW TO LiSTEN TO
“O LiTTLE TOWN OF

BETHLEHEM”

For our full
Christmas playlist

scan here.
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THiNK:

• How many of you like listening to Christmas
music before Thanksgiving? There’s a good
chance if you swing by the FAC Kids office,
you’ll hear Christmas music playing as early
as October! There is something about
Christmas that is anticipatory, that makes us
want it to come quickly. We want to listen to
the music, see the pretty lights, decorate our
trees, and open presents as soon as we can!
We anticipate the coming of the Christmas
season.

• Did you know that the Bible also anticipates,
or waits eagerly for, Christmas to come? The
whole story of the Bible is pointing to the
coming of Jesus, the Messiah our Savior.

• This week’s song, Zechariah’s song, is one of
the final pieces of the anticipatory story!
Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth would have
a baby named John. John the Baptist would
be the person to pave the way for Jesus’ work
here on earth. He went around Israel
proclaiming to people that the Kingdom of
God was near and encouraged them to get
ready for the person who would finally come
to save them. John didn’t know when or who
that person would be, but he chose to trust
God and follow His plan anyway. John was
ready for the Savior to come!

• Spoiler alert: We don’t have to wonder when
the Savior will come or who it will be! We get
to read the whole story of Jesus’ life, death,
and resurrection in the Gospels (Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and John). But that doesn’t
mean we can just ignore Jesus because we

have read the rest of the story! We have a
part to play in the work God is still doing
here on Earth to “tell the Good News to
everyone everywhere.” We have to be ready
for God to use us, to work through us to help
other people know about him.

DO:

• Check out these verses together and talk
about how they anticipate, or point to, Jesus!

Isaiah 7:14
Micah 5:2
Hosea 11:1

• Part of being ready for Christmas is getting
our own hearts and minds ready to celebrate
the coming of Jesus. Brainstorm some ways
your family can anticipate Jesus’ birth well!
Here are some ideas to get you started: plan
how you’ll use this devotional each week of
Advent, choose your favorite songs that sing
about Jesus to listen to and talk about, read a
few verses of the Christmas story each night
before bed… what other ways can your family
think of to wait eagerly for, or anticipate,
Christmas this year?

FACKiDS DEVOTiONAL

READ:

“And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most
High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare His
ways.” Luke 1:76
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Serve

24 red and green plastic spoons
1 cup Chocolate Almond Bark
1 cup White Almond Bark
*Almond Bark DOES NOT have a nuts in it. It gets its name because
people used to coat almonds in the candy.

1. In a microwave-safe bowl, melt Chocolate Almond Bark in 15
second intervals. (DO NOT overheat or mixture will clump.)

2. Stir until smooth.
3. Repeat with Chocolate Almond Bark.
4. Dip spoons into either mixture, tapping handles on bowl edges

to remove excess.
5. Place on a waxed paper-lined baking sheet. Drizzle chocolate

bark over white-dipped spoons and white bark over chocolate-
dipped spoons.

6. Use a toothpick or skewer to swirl chocolate.
7. If desired, decorate with coarse sugar or sprinkles.
8. Chill for 5 minutes or until set.
9. Use individual pieces of cellophane to wrap individual spoons.
10. Tie and curl Christmas ribbons to each.

Use as stirring spoons for coffee or cocoa or as my grands do, eat it
right off the spoon.

Make your favorite holiday treat or
the recipe below and give to a
neighbor, co-worker, or friend!

CHRiSTMAS DiPPiNG SPOONS

Recipe from Carolyn Manley. Carolyn is the
Executive Assistant and Office Manager at
the CMA Ohio Valley District. Her favorite
Christmas songs are “Hallelujah Chorus”
from Handel’s Messiah, “What Christmas
Means to Me My Love” by Stevie Wonder,
“I Listen To The Bells” by Luther Vandross,
and “Noel” by Lauren Daigle.

A NEiGHBOR
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Song of the Angels

⁸ And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch
over their flocks at night. ⁹ An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. ¹⁰ But the
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will
cause great joy for all the people. ¹¹ Today in the town of David a Savior
has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. ¹² This will be a sign to
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

¹³ Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the
angel, praising God and saying,

¹⁴ “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

WEEK 3:
LOVE

LUKE 2:8-14
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I love to see amazing things in
the sky: colorful sunsets,
rainbows, moon bows,
meteors, stars, planets. I once
was captivated when I saw the
Milky Way in a blackout sky in
Burkina Faso. I tried to take a
photo with my smartphone to
no avail, so I kept staring!
Whenever I am blessed to see
these sorts of sights, Psalm
19:1 always comes to my mind:
“The heavens declare the glory
of God.” And they do!

One night, the heavens were
overshadowed by the
heavenly. The Gospel of Luke
records this phenomenal night
in Luke 2:8-14. First an angel
proclaimed to shepherds in a
field nearby that the Savior,
the Messiah, the Lord, had
been born in Bethlehem! And
then a “great company of the
heavenly host”—as in, a whole
bunch of angelic beings—
serenaded the group of
shepherds. Their gospel song
was simple, yet profound:
“Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace to
those on whom his favor
rests.” God the Creator was to
receive all the glory for the
reconciliation and peace that
the Savior brings to all who
receive Him.

I recall several years ago
standing in a field outside
Jerusalem looking toward
Bethlehem at the fields, rocks,
and hills. This was where the

shepherds received the
melodious message and
wondered, as the song “Joy to
the World” expresses, at what
the echoes of the angels’ song
sounded like that night.

As I ponder the angels’ song
anew, I wonder: Why angels?
Why shepherds? Why music?

The angels knew the whole
story—the gospel was
unfolding in the flesh. They
were obedient and in awe of
their Creator—bringing the
focus on Him. And a choir of
angels in the sky would be
hard to ignore.

The shepherds were
available—living in the great
outdoors. They were humble—
unappreciated in their culture.
They were responsive—always
attentive to their flock and
ready to take action when
threats arose. They hurried off
to see what they had been told
about, unaware that they
would soon come face to face
with the Good Shepherd!

Music begs for engagement
and response by those who
hear it. It captures the heart
and mind and transcends the
spiritual and material aspects
of our world.

The angels announced the
birth of Jesus Christ—at night,
in a field where they could
light up the sky, in
community, with praise music
and the truth of the Gospel, to
those who were willing to
listen and respond. This was
the one of the greatest worship
services ever!

Reflection Questions

1. Like the angels, what are
you doing with the whole
Gospel story?

2. Like the shepherds, how
are you making yourself
available to what God
wants to tell you?

3. What songs of the season
help you to connect the
secular and sacred aspects
of your life?

BY DEB MACKAY

DEVOTiONAL

God the Creator
was to receive all
the glory for the

reconciliation and
peace that the

Savior brings to all
who receive Him.

Deb MacKay is our
Executive Pastor of
Operations & Strategy.
Her favorite Christmas
song is “What Child is
This?”
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Pop 1 cup popcorn kernels and
set aside in large bowl. Sift out
unpopped kernels.

1. Melt 1 stick butter on
medium heat then turn to
low heat.

2. Add 2 cups of brown sugar,
blend, and turn heat back to
medium.

3. Add 1 cup corn syrup
mixing constantly to
prevent burning or sticking.

4. Add a splash of vanilla
extract.

5. Add 1 teaspoon EACH of
baking soda and salt. Stir.
Mixture will change and
double in size.

6. Pour over popcorn and stir.
7. Lay out on wax paper to

cool.

CARAMEL CORN
Make

STORY BEHiND THE SONG
“O Holy Night,” also known as
“Cantique de Noël,” is based
on a French poem written by
Placide Cappeau in 1843.
Composer Adolphe Adam set
the poem to music in 1847,
and Unitarian minister and
abolitionist John Sullivan
Dwight penned the English
translation in 1855. After
Cappeau left the church to join
a political movement and it
was discovered that Adams
was Jewish, the French
Catholic church banned the
song.

That was not the end,
however. When a soldier was
heard singing “O Holy Night”
on a battlefield of the Franco-
German War on Christmas
Eve 1871, legend says that it
caused fighting to cease for a
day. Then in 1906, Reginald
Fessenden, a former chemist
for Thomas Edison, made
history with the first radio
broadcast by reading Luke 2
and playing “O Holy Night” on
his violin.

As you reflect on the birth of
Christ for the redemption of

man, spend a few moments on
your knees in prayer thanking
God for the gift of His Son.
Christ is the Lord, O praise
His name forever!

O HOLY NiGHT
Listen

Recipe from Heather Smith.
Heather is our Director of
Communications &
Connections. Her favorite
Christmas song is “O Holy
Night.”

SCAN THE QR CODE
BELOW TO LiSTEN TO

“O HOLY NiGHT”
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THiNK:

• When you hear good news or see something
good happen, what’s the first thing you think
about or say or do? In this week’s song, we
see an angel coming to tell shepherds some
incredibly good news, the good news about
Jesus being born! After the angel told this
news, a whole “multitude” of angels came
together to say “Glory to God!” in response
to it.

• After the angels left, the shepherds
immediately headed to Bethlehem to see the
baby Jesus in a manger, just like the angel
had said. What did they do after this night
full of incredibly good news? The Bible tells
us that they left to tell this good news and
that all who heard their story were amazed at
what they heard!

• Back then, it would have seemed very
strange for shepherds, of all people, to be the
first ones to share the good news of the birth
of the Messiah. Shepherds were gross and
smelly and relegated to hanging with the
sheep; people didn’t think of them as very
special or important for anything. But
because the shepherds were so excited about
all of the amazing things that happened that
night, it didn’t matter that the news was
coming from shepherds—people were
listening to them and believing them.
Finally, we’re told the shepherds went back
to watch their sheep, but as they went, they
were still glorifying and praising God for all
they had seen!

• So let’s think about that first question up
there. When you hear good news or see
something good happen, what’s the first
thing you think about or say or do? We
definitely don’t hear news every day as big as
the shepherd’s news! But we know God is
always at work around us (John 5:17), so we
can always be noticing the good things we
see in our lives and we can be thanking and
praising Him for them each day.

DO:

• Take a few minutes each day this week to
make a list of good things that happened!
Then, practice praising and thanking God for
those good things, since we know that all
these good things come from God (James
1:17)!

• Find a Christmas song that talks about good
news! You might even be able to think of one
that uses words from this week’s song (Luke
2:14). Read or sing the lyrics together and
then draw a picture to remind you to glorify
or praise God this week!

FACKiDS DEVOTiONAL

READ:

“Glory to God in highest, and on earth peace among
those with whom he is pleased.” Luke 2:14
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CHRiSTMAS LiGHT SCAVENGER HUNT
After you finish your family devotional, load up in your car and go look at

Christmas lights together. One of the most fun things to do while looking at
lights together is a scavenger hunt. See if you can find everything on the list in

Christmas light decorations!

□ Santa

□ Candy Cane

□ Wreath on a Door

□ North Pole Sign

□ Snowman

□ Carolers

□ Elf

□ Giant Present

□ Angel

□ Peace Sign

□ Rudolph

□ Spiral Tree

□ Giant Ornaments

□ Joy Sign

□ Christmas Train

□ Polar Bear

□ Stocking

□ Teddy Bear

□ Toy Soldier

□ Snowflake

□ Reindeer on Rooftop

□ Poinsettia

□ Tree in Window

□ Gingerbread Man

□ Dancing Lights

□ Snowglobe

□ Grinch

□ House with Red Lights

□ House with Blue Lights

□ House with White
Lights

□ Mrs. Clause

□ Twinkling Wreath

□ 3 Deer in Yard

□ Sleigh

Invite someone to church on Sunday or to
our Christmas Eve services. Use the QR
code for the digital invitation!

Serve
BY iNViTATiON
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WEEK 4: Song of Simeon

²¹ On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he
was named Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he was
conceived.

Jesus Presented in the Temple

²² When the time came for the purification rites required by the
Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present
him to the Lord ²³ (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every
firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), ²⁴ and to offer a
sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair
of doves or two young pigeons.”

²⁵ Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was
righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel,
and the Holy Spirit was on him. ²⁶ It had been revealed to him by
the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s
Messiah. ²⁷ Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts.
When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the
custom of the Law required, ²⁸ Simeon took him in his arms and
praised God, saying:

²⁹ “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss
your servant in peace.
³⁰

For my eyes have seen your salvation,
³¹

which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
³²
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,

and the glory of your people Israel.”

³³ The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about
him. ³⁴ Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother:
“This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in
Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, ³⁵ so that the
thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce
your own soul too.”

JOY
LUKE 2:21-35



“At last, Lord, you can dismiss
your servant in peace, as you
promised! For with my own
eyes I have seen your salvation
which you have made ready
for every people.”
Luke 2:27-32, JB Phillips
translation

Simeon, old man, what did you
see? How did you know this
was the Lord’s Christ?

In your lifetime, how many
first born sons had you seen
brought to the temple for
dedication? Dozens?
Hundreds? How many infants
had you raised in those old
hands, dedicated to the Lord,
then handed back to their
tearfully joyful parents, kindly
blessing them, but knowing
this was not the ONE. This
was not the ONE you had been
promised, by the Holy Spirit,
to see with your own eyes.

And then, this day, “led by the
Spirit” you went to the
Temple. After years of service
and waiting, was it just routine
obedience? Or was there
something compelling in the
Spirit’s nudge? Was there the
slightest notion this would be
the day you were living for?
The promise of your lifetime?

The moment they walked
through the temple door, did
you know? Was there
something in that teenage
mother’s eyes? An intensity in
her husband’s greeting?
Something about the child? A

look? An aura? Did the Spirit
whisper in your ear?

Everyone says you were a good
and upright man, devoted to
serving God, living in
expectation for the salvation of
your people. Your heart was
open to the Holy Spirit. But
after all these years, were you
tempted to question whether
that promise was true? Would
you ever really see Him with
your own eyes?

Oh, but, old man! See Him you
did and so much more!
Perhaps that’s why you had to
wait—to gain the vision that
comes only with experience
and maturity. Somehow, in an
instant you knew—this was the
Lord’s Christ! A beautiful,
sweet child, to be sure. But on
that day you saw so much
more.

This child would not remain a
child! He would become a
man. And as a man, the Lord’s
promised and anointed One,
He would bring light to the
Gentiles, glory to Israel, and
salvation to all peoples. But
that light, that glory, that
salvation will not come

cheaply or comfortably. As you
said to Mary, “He is destined
to make many fall and many
rise, and set up a standard
which many will attack—for
He will expose the secret
thoughts of many hearts. And
even your own soul will be
pierced through as by a
sword.” Yes, He will come to
seek and to save, but He will
leave no middle ground!

Reflection Questions

1. What am I waiting for? For
what Promise of God do I
live in great expectation
and joyful hope?

2. What am I hiding? What
secrets of my heart must I
expose to the Light of
Christ, if I am truly to
“allow the dear Christ in?”

3. What changes must I
make? What must I let go,
and what must I take on, if
I am to rule out the middle
ground, rise, and live by
His standard, His name,
my baptism?
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BY JOHN DOYLE

DEVOTiONAL

Somehow, in an
instant you knew—
this was the Lord’s

Christ!

John Doyle is our
Pastor of
Intergenerational
Ministries. His
favorite Christmas
songs are “Joy to the
World” and “Sweet
Little Jesus Boy.”
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⅔ cup vegetable oil
1 cup sugar
1 egg
¼ cup molasses
2 cups flour
1 tsp salt
2 tsp baking soda
1 tsp cinnamon
1 tsp ginger

1. Mix oil, sugar, egg, and
molasses together.

2. In a separate bowl mix
flour, salt, baking soda,
cinnamon, and ginger
together. Combine and mix.

3. Scoop teaspoon size cookies
and place on baking sheet.
Bake at 325º for 8-10
minutes.

4. Enjoy!

Tip: Store in an airtight
container with a slice of bread
to keep them soft.

GiNGER MOLASSES COOKiES
Make

STORY BEHiND THE SONG
“Hark! The Herald Angels
Sing” is a well-known carol
written by Charles Wesley.
Wesley wrote the words about
a year after his own
conversion after he was
inspired by the sound of
London’s church bells while
walking to church on
Christmas Day. His poem first
appeared in print in 1739, and
in 1753 a former student
named George Whitefield
adapted it into the hymn we
know today.

The song expands on Luke
2:14 as the angels announce
the birth of Jesus, and the line
“God and sinners reconciled”
was a statement about
Wesley’s own life and
experience. Whitefield
introduced the words “herald
angels sing,” and when Felix
Mendelssohn finally set the
words to music, his
arrangement led to the refrain
“Hark! The herald angels sing,
glory to the newborn King!”

As we conclude our songs this
week with Simeon’s
reflections, listen to this hymn
and reflect on how you have
been reconciled to God and
seen the Lord’s salvation.

HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SiNG
Listen

Recipe from Carly Kuss.
Carly is our Graphic
Designer/Video Editor.
Her favorite Christmas
songs are “O Come, O
Come Emmanuel” and
“The Christmas Song.”

SCAN THE QR CODE
BELOW TO LiSTEN TO
“HARK! THE HERALD

ANGELS SiNG”
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FAMiLY DEVOTiONAL

THiNK:

• What do you think of when you think about
Jesus’ purpose? Or, if I asked you to write a
list of the most important things Jesus did
while He was on earth, what might you
include? I’m sure lots of you (me included!)
would list something about Jesus dying on
the cross. We could say that one of Jesus’
purposes, or reasons, for becoming a person
was to bring salvation, to redeem people, to
save us from the consequences of our sin.

• While that was certainly a reason Jesus had
for His time here on earth, it is actually part
of an even bigger purpose of His we read
about in this week’s song. When Jesus’
human mom and dad, Mary and Joseph,
brought Jesus to be dedicated at the temple,
a man named Simeon was waiting for them.
In fact, Simeon had been waiting for a very
long time to meet the person who God would
send as the Messiah (the Savior) and to bless
whoever that would be.

• Simeon’s blessing points to Jesus’ BIG
purpose for coming to earth: He came to
bring the light of who God is into the world!
These first words spoken over Jesus don’t
focus on where our mind typically goes when

we think of His’ purpose. Instead, they help
us to see Jesus not just as the Savior who
died on the cross, but to see Him as God in
human form, who came to be light to all
people, giving them a way to see and know
God up close and personally.

DO:

• We know that all the things Jesus said and
did were showing people what God is like.
Look at John 14:9-10 together. Make a list
together (first without looking through your
Bible) of the things you can remember that
Jesus said and did. Talk about what you
learn about who God is and what He is like
from these things that Jesus said and did.

• It’s almost time for Christmas! When you’re
singing Christmas songs or doing other
things to get ready for Christmas, try to find
ways the songs or decorations show us who
God is or what He is like. Remember that
Jesus, coming to earth as a baby, had a
purpose to show everyone who God is. Look
for Him as you celebrate together!

FACKiDS DEVOTiONAL

READ:

“For my eyes have seen your salvation that you have
prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for
revelation to the Gentiles, and glory to your people
Israel.” Luke 2:30-32

Make a card and deliver it to someone who is
homebound or at a nursing home or provide a gift
to a busy cashier or server.

Serve
WiTH CARE
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Enjoy this coloring sheet and look for the hidden candle
in the music!



November 27

December 8
6:30-8:30pm

December 10
9:00am

December 11
6:00-8:00pm

December 14

December 23
7:00pm

December 24
2:00, 3:30, & 5:00pm

December 25

January 1
9:30 & 11:00am

First Sunday of Advent

Women’s Christmas Event

Oh Boy! We Can Hardly Wait!
Hosted by FACKids

Classic Christmas Celebration

Middle School & High School
Christmas Parties

Christmas Eve Service

Christmas Eve Services

Online Christmas Service at
faclex.tv

New Year’s Day Services

DECEMBER EVENT SCHEDULE

faclex.com (859)223-1394 info@faclex.com

2201 Old Higbee Mill Road, Lexington, KY 40514

Check faclex.com for the most up-to-date information.

Our mission is to passionately pursue
God, extend life-changing hope, and

disciple people to be Spirit-empowered
followers of Jesus.


