








What is love?



Eros
Sensual love

Storge
Familial love

Philia
Brotherly love

Agape
Unconditional love



Agape
Used 20 times 
in Ephesians



“In love he predestined us for 
adoption to sonship through Jesus 
Christ. Because of his great love for 
us, God, who is rich in mercy, made 
us alive with Christ even when we 
were dead in transgressions.” 

- Eph. 1:4-5, 2:4-5



God is the 
Divine Initiator.



“Beloved, let us love one another, 
for love is from God, and whoever 
loves has been born of God and 
knows God. Anyone who does not 
love does not know God, because 
God is love.”

- 1 John 4:7-8



Love is patient, love is kind. Love does 
not envy or boast. It’s not arrogant or 
rude. It does not insist on its own way; 
it’s not irritable or resentful; it doesn’t 
keep a record of wrongs but rejoices 
with the truth. Love bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things. Love never ends.



God is patient, God is kind. God does not 
envy or boast. He’s not arrogant or rude. 
He does not insist on His own way; He’s 
not irritable or resentful; God doesn’t 
keep a record of wrongs but rejoices with 
the truth. God bears all things, believes 
all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things. God never ends.





“Therefore be imitators of God, as 
beloved children. And walk in love,
as Christ loved us and gave himself 
up for us, a fragrant offering and 
sacrifice to God.”

- Ephesians 5:1-2



Dan is patient, Dan is kind. Dan does not 
envy or boast. He’s not arrogant or 
rude. He does not insist on His own 
way; He’s not irritable or resentful; Dan
doesn’t keep a record of wrongs but 
rejoices with the truth. Dan bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things.



“I…urge you to walk in a manner worthy of 
the calling to which you have been 
called…speaking the truth in love, we are to 
grow up in every way into him who is the 
head, into Christ, from whom the whole 
body, joined and held together by every 
joint with which it is equipped, when each 
part is working properly, makes the body 
grow so that it builds itself up in love.” 

- Ephesians 4:1, 15-16



First Alliance is patient, FAC is kind. FAC 
does not envy or boast. They are not 
arrogant or rude. They do not insist on 
their own way; They are not irritable or 
resentful; FAC doesn’t keep a record of 
wrongs but rejoices with the truth. FAC 
bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things.



“You have abandoned 
the love you had at first.” 

- Revelation 2:4



“If I speak with human eloquence and angelic 
ecstasy but don’t love, I’m nothing but the 
creaking of a rusty gate. If I speak God’s Word 
with power, revealing all his mysteries and 
making everything plain as day, and if I have faith 
that says to a mountain, “Jump,” and it jumps, but 
I don’t love, I’m nothing. If I give everything I own 
to the poor and even go to the stake to be 
burned as a martyr, but I don’t love, I’ve gotten 
nowhere. So, no matter what I say, what I believe, 
and what I do, I’m bankrupt without love.”

- 1 Corinthians 13:1-3, Message



Perhaps we’re being invited 
back into the core of what it 
means to follow Jesus – to 
simply be in love with Him 

and love as He loves. 



“The message I hear Jesus calling to the 
church could be expressed in this way: Turn 
from the direction you’re currently heading 
and give yourself to what is truly important: 
love. This is the height on which I want you 
to live - not some emotional state that can 
never be sustainable anyway. The highest 
expression of our relationship is for you to 
experience My love. Love Me in return and 
together we can love everyone around you.



This is what it is to be My church. This is what 
gives me the greatest pleasure. This is when you 
are at your best. All your dedicated service has 
been admirable, but without love permeating 
everything you do, it leaves Me saddened. 
You’ve abandoned the first love, the priority of 
love. Love is to be foremost; yet along your 
journey of following Me, you laid aside that 
priority and chose others instead. My church, 
nothing you prioritize above love will represent 
Me well, for I am love.”

- John Stumbo, A Stained Beauty



Ephesians 
3:14-19


