








The Church at 
Thessalonica 

Thessalonians Ch. 1





“But the Jews became jealous; so 
they rounded up some bad 
characters from the marketplace, 
formed a mob and started a riot in 
the city.”

Acts 17:5



“And so you became a 
model to all the believers 
in Macedonia and Achaia.”

1 Thess. 1: 7



“You became imitators of 
us and the Lord; in spite of 
severe suffering.”

1 Thess. 1: 6



The Christian’s life has paradoxical 
experiences of God’s power and 
life’s pain, holiness and hardships, 
Divine love and intense difficulties.



Contrary to some forms of 
thinking, I understand the 
Scripture to teach us that God’s 
will and ease-of-life are not 
always equivalent.

-John Stumbo



The GOSPEL:

The Gospel is God’s power unto
salvation, and God’s 
empowerment to live the Christian
life.



Because of the Gospel you will get 
through this. It will not be painless, and 
it won’t be quick, but God will use this 
mess for your good. In the meantime, 
don’t be foolish or naive, do not despair 
either. Because of the Gospel you will 
get through this. 



Under the duress of 
approximately 725,000 pounds per 
square inch, and at temperatures of 2000 
– 2200 degrees Fahrenheit, a _________ 
will begin to form.



Under the duress of 
approximately 725,000 pounds per 
square inch, and at temperatures of 2000 
– 2200 degrees Fahrenheit, a Diamond 
will begin to form.





You are deeply loved by your 
Heavenly Father

#1







“The very God whom Satan suggests 
had abandoned us, desires for us to 
experience His love in ways that can’t 
be engaged when life is simple and 
easy.”

-John Stumbo



Jesus is coming back - our
pain is temporary. 

#2





Because Jesus is coming back,
the last chapter of the Bible

is the last chapter of your story.



#3

The Gospel is God’s provision
of Holy Spirit GRIT.



“That’s why I work and struggle so 
hard, depending on Christ’s mighty 
power that works within me.”

Col. 1:29



“The Christian’s life is gloriously 
difficult, but its difficulty does not 
make us faint and cave in – but call 
out, rise-up and overcome.”

Oswald Chambers



Because of the Gospel you will get 
through this. It will not be painless, and 
it won’t be quick, but God will use this 
mess for your good. In the meantime, 
don’t be foolish or naive, do not despair 
either. Because of the Gospel you will 
get through this. 




