






Foundational principles:

The Church is 
God’s idea, and she

is the bride of Christ.



The Church is 
not a building; we

are the Church.

Foundational principles:



I love the Church!



I love the Church…
and yet, I have had

some very hard
experiences in the Church.





“The church is kinda like
Noah's ark, it can get
really stinky inside, but 
other option is not very 
good.”



“Because of hardships, some of us- myself 
included, get discouraged and the 
courage to lead is drained right out of us. 
We expect church life to be easier than it 
often is. We expect better out of other 
Christians than we often experience.”

-John Stumbo



I love the Church…
and yet, I have had

some very hard
experiences in the Church.



How do you keep
your heart soft as

you go through the 
hard stuff?



The enemy would love
that hard experience 
to produce a hard 
heart in you.



How do you keep
your heart soft as

you go through the 
hard stuff?



Acts 13

Galatians 3 & 5





disappointment



careless and harsh 
words get spoken



“As you know, it was because of an 
illness that I first preached the gospel to 
you, and even though my illness was a 
trial to you, you did not treat me with 
contempt or scorn. Instead, you 
welcomed me as if I were an angel of 
God, as if I were Christ Jesus himself.”

Gal. 4: 13-14





prayers go 
unanswered



people who at one time 
were following Jesus and
walking with you, are not

following Jesus nor 
walking with you any longer





How do you keep
your heart soft as

you go through the 
hard stuff?



HOW

WHY



Walk by the Spirit

fruit of the Spirit

live by the Spirit

keep in step with the Spirit



“If we are walking in Him and He is 
working in us, then we have every reason 
and resource to persevere. God is calling 
us to an ongoing resolve to keep coming 
to the Holy Spirit for love, wisdom, 
perseverance and continued investment 
in his church-even when its hard.”

-John Stumbo











“But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control. Against such things 
there is no law.”

Galatians  5: 22-23



Often the very hardship 
we had rather not receive 

is the very thing we 
needed to move us on in 

spiritual maturity. 





D. L. Moody



“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and 
sisters, whenever you face trials of many 
kinds, because you know that the testing 
of your faith produces perseverance. Let 
perseverance finish its work so that you 
may be mature and complete, not 
lacking anything.”

James 1: 3-5



How do you keep
your heart soft as

you go through the 
hard stuff?



HOW

WHY




