










All around us we see evidence of a 
spiritual reality for the Christian- the 
reality of spiritual struggle and 
spiritual battle. 



“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”

Eph. 6:12

“I have fought the good fight I have kept the 
faith.”

2 Tim. 4:17



Every day we do battle with the
Devil, our flesh and the world system.



“As for you, you were dead in your 
transgressions and sins, in which you used to 
live when you followed the ways of this 
world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the 
air, the spirit who is now at work in those who 
are disobedient. All of us also lived among 
them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our 
flesh and following its desires and thoughts.” 

Eph. 2: 1-3



If you are wondering why life feels 
like a battle, it is because we are in 
one. And if you wonder why life feels 
like a struggle, it is because it is.



Deceptive 
ideas…

that play into
disordered 
desires….

normalized
by 
society.

The Devil The Flesh The World



The goal of this series is to unmask
the deception and tactics of our 
three enemies and live in the 
victory that Christ has already won.



“He has disarmed the powers and 
authorities, and he made a public 
spectacle of them, triumphing over 
them by the cross.”  

Col. 2:15



The Devil:

He is real

He is bent on destruction

The means he uses are lies and 
deception.



The Flesh:

“the corruption that sin has 
introduced into our desires, 
appetites and instincts.”



The world



What good is it for someone to 
gain the whole world, and yet 
lose or forfeit their very self?

Luke 9: 25



If the world hates you, keep in mind 
that it hated me first. If you belonged 
to the world, it would love you as its 
own. As it is, you do not belong to 
the world, but I have chosen you out 
of the world.

John 15: 18-20





“For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son that whoever believes in him will 
not perish but have everlasting life.”   John 3: 16



The world - a system of ideas, values, 
morals, practices, and social norms that 
are integrated into the mainstream and 
eventually institutionalized in a culture 
corrupted by the twin sins of rebellion 
against God and the redefinition of evil 
as good.



The devil’s strategy: deceitful 
ideas that play to disordered 
desires that are normalized in a 
sinful society.



The world is Satan’s domain, where his 
authority, ideas and values reign—
though his deception makes that hard 
to realize. If you are of the world, then it 
all seems right.

Gerry Breshears





Post - Christian



Post – Christian: A world where 
equality, diversity, justice, generosity and 
creativity are highly valued, and yet all 
peoples are able to retain personal 
sovereignty and autonomy. 



"My daughter was formed at conception…. Any 
other conclusion is a convenient lie that we on 
the pro-choice side of the debate tell ourselves 
to make us feel better about the action of 
taking a life…. Yes, abortion is killing. But it’s 
the lesser evil. We must accept that in the 
name of women’s rights you must be prepared 
to kill.”

British journalist Antonia Senior,  - The NY Times



Soft  - Power



WOE…
Isaiah 5



Where is there 
HOPE?



My prayer is not that you take them out of 
the world but that you protect them from 
the evil one. They are not of the world, 
even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by the 
truth; your word is truth. As you sent me 
into the world, I have sent them into the 
world.

John 17: 15-18



“Church” =  
Called out ones



A Christian community is a web of 
stubbornly loyal relationships, knotted 
together in a living network of diverse 
persons, in a complex and challenging 
cultural setting, who are committed to 
practicing the way of Jesus together for 
the renewal of the world.   

Jon Tyson



1.   A community of deep 
relational intergenerational ties 
in a culture of individualism 
and isolation



2. A community of holiness in 
a culture of hedonism



3.  A community of stewarding 
the temporal with a continual eye 
on the eternal



What if we did an internal pivot
from anxiety to possibility?


