




The Church & our Culture



I want to be used by God…
…I am doing my best…



“Look at how we have progressed to this current state. A 
hundred years ago, the church was the chaplain to the culture. 
It functioned as the moral guardian. However, that role 
eventually waned. The church became viewed as the 
disapproving parent of the culture. Eventually, nobody cared 
any more if the church approved or disapproved. Now, the 
church is left standing as an exile within the culture.”

-Ed Stetzer



How do we start, continue, 
and advance our individual
and church’s impact?



Exiles making Impact
A people of hope for the world



Exiles making Impact
3 Practices to Make Impact



Stay Jeremiah 29: 5 & 6



He invites them to stay well with 
purpose and their future hope in mind.



Build houses and live in them

Plant gardens and eat what they produce

Multiply





Stand Jeremiah 29: 8 & 9



Stay & Isolate or Stay & Integrate



Stay & Stand



9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE
FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of 
Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 for 
you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are THE PEOPLE OF GOD; you 
had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED MERCY.11 Beloved, I 
urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which 
wage war against the soul. 12 Keep your behavior excellent among the 
Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they 
may because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in 
the day of visitation. 

1 Peter 2:9-12





Seek Jeremiah 29: 7



What if there is purpose in your placement?



“We have to learn how to relate to our culture as an exiled 
church full of pilgrims. The problem is that a significant 
number of churches have either forgotten or ignored the 
mission of God, or the Missio Dei.”

-Ed Stetzer



Without the Mission of God, our message 
of hope, and seeking Spiritual renewal…our 

local impact will become a mix of moral 
charity and philanthropy



What if instead of anxiousness and 
intimidation, we pray with great 

anticipation and expectation for a move of 
God in our culture?



“But can we call for God to break out revival? The 
wide-scale pouring out of His Spirit, in which 
churches, movements, regions, cities, countries, 
and continents are changed? We can desire, hope 
for, cry out for such a move, but we cannot make 
it happen. Only God can cause such a mighty 
move of His Spirit. But we can contend and wait.”

-Mark Sayers


