




These three gifts are signs of who 
Jesus is, but they also represent three 

conflicts that Jesus will have at the 
end of His life because of what He 

came to do.









“In 1924 British scholar E.F.F. Bishop journeyed 
to a Bedouin tribe in Jordan.  This Muslim tribe 
bore the Arabic name al-Kakabani, meaning, 
‘the ones who follow/study the planets.’ Bishop 
asked the elders of the tribe why they had such 
a name. They replied,  ‘It is because our 
ancestors followed the planets to Palestine to 
show great honor to the great prophet Jesus 
when he was born.’



Taken back, Bishop proceeded to show the 
tribal elders Matthew’s account of the the 
Magi traveling to Jerusalem. Without ever 
having contact with the New Testament, 
after reading and hearing the account as 
recorded by Matthew, the elders 
responded, ‘Yes, that is us, those are our 
ancestors!’” 

K. Bailey





“Frankincense:  Why is that here 
and what does this mean?” 





A priest was a representative, a 
bridge builder between God and

his people. 
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“For this reason he had to be made 
like them, fully human in every way, 
in order that he might become a 
merciful and faithful high priest in 
service to God, and that he might 
make atonement for the sins of the 
people.”    Hebrew 2: 17



It is impossible for the blood of bulls and 
goats to take away sins…
Day after day every priest stands and 
performs his religious duties; again and again 
he offers the same sacrifices, which can 
never take away sins. But when this priest 
had offered for all time one sacrifice for 
sins, he sat down at the right hand of God,

Hebrew 10: 3-4; 11-12



“Therefore he is able to save completely 
those who come to God through him, 
because he always lives to intercede for 
them.”   Hebrews 7:25



“Therefore he is able to save completely 
those who come to God through him, 
because he always lives to intercede for 
them.”   Hebrew 7:25

“For the accuser of our brothers and sisters, who 
accuses them before our God day and night, has 
been hurled down.” Rev. 12: 10



“Therefore, since we have a great high 
priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus 
the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith 
we profess… Let us then approach God’s 
throne of grace with confidence, so that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to help us 
in our time of need.” Hebrew 4: 14-16



“But you are a chosen people, 
a royal priesthood,…”

1 Peter 2:9









“We are meant to build a kind of life together;
a kind of life, that is completely dependent 
on each other. We are meant to be family, not 
just by marriage bond and children, but a 
wider spiritual family that invites others in to 
the threshold of our lives until the very last 
breath, to experience sorrow, joy, grace and 
hope, singing our way homeward…



“We were not meant for thin virtual 
connections but for real ones, connections 
that make this fleeting yet beautiful life worth 
while. We were meant for so much more than 
technology can give us. We were meant for 
courage, wisdom, and spurring one another on 
along to a life that is really worth living. Why 
not begin living that life, together, NOW!”

-Andy Crouch





Jo
“For we are the aroma of Christ to God 
among those who are being saved and 

among those who are perishing,”

2 Cor. 2:15


