


The Gospel is not only good news
in our relationship with God 
but also with our fellow man.



Jesus was the greatest opponent
of racial injustice the world had 

ever seen.



Those who profess Jesus as 
Lord have the responsibility 

to enter the fray. Not only 
because it is the right thing to 
do, but because we have the 

right weaponry.



God has armed us with TRUTH and 
POWER, the two things needed to 
fight against the evil forces behind 

the propagation of this sin. 



“For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against 

the rulers, against the powers, 
against the world forces of this 
darkness, against the spiritual 

forces of wickedness in the 
heavenly places.” (Eph. 6:12)



The TRUTH we have access to is 
the only truth that has this kind 
of power, to authentically and 

legitimately transform the heart 
of man.



Ephesians 1:3-14
Berakah – in Hebrew, a “blessing”

A song of praise to God for the 
many ways he has blessed us who 
find ourselves in Christ



1:3 – blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing in Jesus

1:4 – God has chosen us, in 
Jesus, to be holy and 
blameless before him



1:5 – He has foreordained us 
to be His sons and 
daughters through Jesus

1:6 – God has poured grace 
on us who are in Jesus



1:7 – In Jesus we have 
redemption and forgiveness

1:9-10 – God has made 
known to us His master plan



1:11-12 – obtained an 
inheritance in Jesus because 
we set our hope in Jesus

1:13-14 – sealed in Jesus with 
the Holy Spirit as our promise



The Spirit’s presence in our 
lives is God’s pledge to us, 
his engagement ring for us.



“I pray that the eyes of your heart may 
be enlightened, so that you will know 
what is the hope of His calling, what are 
the riches of the glory of His 
inheritance in the saints, and what is 
the surpassing greatness of His power 
toward us who believe.” (Eph. 1:18)



At the center of Paul’s prayer for 
the church … is his longing that they 
will come to realize that this same 
power, the power seen at Easter 
and now vested in Jesus, is 
available to them for their daily 
use.” (Wright)



IF we truly believe that Jesus was 
“the greatest opponent of racial 
injustice the world had ever seen,” 
then we too, the church, who are a 
part of Jesus, his agents in the 
world, should currently be the 
greatest opponent of racial 
injustice the world has ever seen.



4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with 
which He loved us, 
5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us 
alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 
6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing 
riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 
9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.”
(Eph. 2:4-9)



We are God’s “workmanship,” his 
poiēma, his poem, his work of art, his 
masterpiece…



If one of his objectives in sending his son to die 
on the cross was the complete dismantling of 
the God-ordained Jew and Gentile divide, how 
much more does he want the cross of Christ to 
completely dismantle the cultural, ethnic, or 
racial divisions we have erected ourselves?



“If our churches are still divided in any 
way along racial or cultural lines, [Paul] 
would say that our gospel, our very grasp 
of the meaning of Jesus’s death, is called 
into question.” (Wright)



“But now in Christ Jesus you who 
formally were far off have been brought 
near by the blood of Christ. For He 
Himself is our peace, who made both 
groups into one and broke down the 
barrier of the dividing wall.” 
(Eph. 2:13-14)


