
The Woman at the Well
John 4:1–42



On the Historical Reliability of Ancient Biographies: A Thorough 
Examination of Xenophon’s Agesilaus, Cornelius Nepos’s Atticus, 
Tacitus’s Agricola, and The Gospel according to John.



BIG TAKEAWAY

Jesus doesn’t restrict his self-revelation to only those who mirror his 
morals, religious beliefs, political ideology, ethnicity, sex, etc., he wants 
all people to know and accept the truth about him. He wants this 
because this knowledge of him, true belief in him, results in Spirit-
empowered worship and participation in his Father’s mission, two 
things that will ultimately continue the divine cycle.



Difference #1 – Jew/Samaritan

• 930 BC – united monarchy splits; northern kingdom (Israel) and southern 
kingdom (Judah)

• 880 BC – King Omri moves capital of northern kingdom to Samaria

• 722 BC – Assyrians capture Samaria, exile a lot of Israelites, repopulate 
area with Babylonians, et al. 

• 600–530 BC – Southern kingdom is capture/exiled, allowed to return, 
people in the south started to rebuild temple

• 400 BC – Samaritans build their own temple on Mt. Gerizim

• 200 BC - Samaritans try aid the Syrians in attacking Jerusalem

• 100 BC – John Hyrcanus goes crazy, kills a bunch of Samaritans, and burns 
the their temple to the ground



Difference #2 – Male/Female

Common beliefs about male/female interactions during Jesus’s day
• Jewish men were to avoid unnecessary conversation with women. 
• Of the six activities that were listed as unbecoming for a teacher, one of those 

was conversing with a woman
• A wife could be divorced without her marriage settlement if she spoke with a 

man in the street.
• Even talking to one’s sister or WIFE in public, where there was the possibility 

that someone was around who did not know she was your wife or sister, that 
was frowned upon
• And any wife being in private with a man other than her husband was 

normally automatically suspected of committing adultery. 



Difference #3 – Perceived morality

Those listening to this Gospel story unfold would’ve viewed Jesus, a 
Jewish male and a teacher of sorts, to be morally upright/ritually 
clean…

The woman, on the other hand, given what Jesus reveals about her 
marital history, along with some other details in the narrative, would’ve 
been viewed exactly the opposite…morally bankrupt and ritually 
unclean.



Tough questions…

How many morally bankrupt Samaritan women have you sought out 
recently to have a conversation with about Jesus? 

How many Samaritan women?

How many women?

How many people just like you?



We are the wells…

We who are in a relationship with the Father, who have been filled with 
the Holy Spirit, who experience fellowship with Jesus…we are not 
Jesus, we are not the woman, we, as believers, are the wells. 

We are being fed by a stream of living water that will not cease, will not 
run out, and we have to position ourselves in places where spiritual 
dehydration is prevalent. 



TRUTH must supersede TOLERANCE

There has to be times where voicing the TRUTH has to take precedence 
over our propensity towards TOLERANCE. 

This does NOT mean we should become INTOLERANT, we need to study 
other faiths and know what they believe and why they believe it, that 
just might win you a hearing…



Spirit-Empowered Worship…

… takes us to a point in our minds and hearts where we are present 
before the throne of God, worshipping him in complete authenticity 
and truth as the Spirit is leading us. 

Jesus wants that for all of us, regardless of our past moral character, 
gender, ethnicity, religion, social status, etc. 



MISSION over ME

The resultant lack of physical comfort we may experience by choosing 
this route won’t compare to the intimacy we experience with the 
Father. 

We stand to gain much more than we stand to lose when we choose 
mission over me. 

Amazing things can happen when we put the MISSION before our 
personal comfort



Don’t you want to be a part 
of something like that?


